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Introduction

Welcome to the “Bag it, Bin it” anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools. This resource was 

developed as a joint initiative of Waterford, Wexford, Kilkenny and Carlow County Councils, as part of 

the “bag it and bin it” campaign. 

Dog-fouling is a persistent problem for communities nationwide. It’s unsightly, smelly, devalues 

public spaces and spreads disease. Dog poo on our streets, parks and beaches can cause illness 

and lead to the spread of disease due to the presence of a range of bacteria and parasites. Parents 

with buggies, children and vulnerable groups such as wheelchair users and the visually impaired, are 

particularly susceptible to stepping in or wheeling through dog poo, and being at risk of these health 

implications, not to mention the unpleasantness and inconvenience of getting poo on shoes, hands 

or wheels. By cleaning up dog poo straight away we can quickly and easily prevent these problems.

Dog-fouling is a litter issue with a negative impact on our environment and wildlife. A key part of this 

campaign is to make sure you “bin it”. Unfortunately, full dog-poo bags are often left at the start of 

walkways, or hanging on trees, either because the owner forgets to collect it at the end of their walk, 

or because they don’t wish to carry it further to a bin or bring it home. These plastic bags pollute our 

environment and pose a threat to wildlife through ingestion, entanglement and suffocation. Plastic 

that breaks down over time will eventually end up in our rivers, lakes and ocean where it causes 

long-term damage and becomes a dangerous part of the food-web. All poo bags, including those 

labelled “biodegradable” or “compostable” should always be correctly disposed of in a bin. Picking up 

your dog’s poo, although not glamorous or enjoyable, is the legal and moral responsibility of all dog 

owners. 
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UN Global Goals 

In 2015, world leaders agreed to 17 Global Goals (officially known as the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals or SDGs). These goals have the power to create a better world 

by 2030, by ending poverty, fighting inequality, and addressing the urgency of climate change. 

Each lesson plan links to one or more of the 17 Global Goals with an overall learning objective 

to discover what our responsibilities and rights are as Global Citizens and to create an 

understanding of individual roles in society at both local and global level, by fostering a sense 

of responsibility towards the planet, and creating active concern and empathy towards others 

across the globe. 
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Using this Resource

This resource aims to bring the topic of dog-fouling into the classroom through a variety of 

lesson plans and activities. It will help children to learn about the impacts of dog-fouling, to 

develop responsible attitudes and behaviours around cleaning up after their pet and allow 

them to understand the relevance to their own communities and future well-being. 

In this resource you will find four lesson plans which link to the national curriculum and to the 

global goals. The lessons are primarily aimed at 3rd and 4th class students but can easily be 

adapted for younger or older pupils. 

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality and Health (SESE, Maths, English)

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a litter issue (SESE, Maths)

Lesson 3: Dog poo past and present – finding solutions to the dog poo problem! (SESE)

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song (Music, SPHE)

Each lesson plan includes an overview, preparation tips, curriculum links and a step-by-step 

breakdown of the lesson including resources, timings, learning outcomes and extension ideas. 

Relevant activity worksheets and templates for each lesson are included at the back of this 

booklet. Additional materials, including lesson presentations and the “Bag it, bin it” music video 

and backing track are available on your local authority website:

www.carlow.ie

www.kilkennycoco.ie

www.wexfordcoco.ie

www.waterfordcouncil.ie

If you have any queries about the materials, please contact the Environmental Awareness 

Officer in your local authority. We hope you enjoy this resource!
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Lesson 1:
Citizenship, Equality & Health
   

Level: 3rd and 4th class

Recommended duration of lesson: 40 minutes

Curriculum links: 

Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE)

Subject: Geography

Strand: Environmental awareness and care.

Strand unit:  Environmental Awareness

            Caring for the environment

Subject: Science

Strand: Environmental awareness and care.

Strand unit: Environmental Awareness

                                 Caring for the environment

            Strand: Living things

Strand Unit: Plant and animal life

Subject: Maths

 Strand: Numbers

 Strand Unit: Operations- Multiplication

 Strand: Algebra

 Strand unit: Number pattern and sequences, number sentences 

 Strand: Data

 Strand Unit: Representing and Interpreting data, chance

 Strand: Shape and Space

 Strand Unit: Lines and angles

Subject: English

 Strand: Receptiveness to language

Strand Unit: Oral, reading, writing

 Environmental awareness and care.

Environmental Awareness

            Caring for the environment

 Environmental awareness and care.

Environmental Awareness

                                 Caring for the environment

: Operations- Multiplication

 Number pattern and sequences, number sentences 

: Representing and Interpreting data, chance
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Learning Outcomes: 

• Discover what our responsibilities and rights are as Global Citizens and create an 

understanding of individual roles in society, by fostering a sense of responsibility towards 

the planet and creating active concern and empathy towards others.

• This lesson educates students about the inequalities associated with dog-fouling; how 

vulnerable groups are more at risk of coming into direct contact with dog poo.

• Present a concise but persuasive argument to raise awareness based on research. 

Resources and Prep:

• Download Lesson 1 “Dog Poo – Citizenship, Equality and Health” PDF presentation, 

available from your local authority’s website.

• Print the accompanying worksheets, table and graph (one per student/pair),

Overview

Part 1: Citizenship and Equality

Citizenship: Who’s responsible? 

Citizenship refers to our social and moral behaviour. As a citizen of a community or state, you 

are expected to exercise your rights and respect the rights of others. Citizens are encouraged 

to participate in the improvement of the quality of both political and civic life for everyone in 

the community and/or state. This is referred to as active citizenship.

Responsible citizens scoop the poop and keep our neighbourhoods clean and safe. 

Access to healthy public and green spaces are 

essential to our good health and well-being. 

Benefits include improved mental and physical 

health, air quality, microclimate regulation, 

and enhancing safety, social integration, and 

public health. In order to be used to their 

full potential, public spaces need to be safe, 

accessible, and inclusive for all. The prevalence 

of dog poo in urban areas attributes to health 

and social inequalities impacting access to 

play spaces for children and the vulnerable.

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality & Health

IT’S YOUR
RESPONSIBILITY
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Equality: Who is vulnerable?

Wheelchair users, visually impaired people, babies and toddlers, those who use buggies and 

prams, cyclists, as well as people playing sports. Remnants of dog poo easily gets stuck to 

wheels and canes.  Visually impaired people may not see the poo ahead and step right into it. 

Once dog poo adheres to the wheels, wheelchairs often have to be taken apart to ensure the 

wheels are thoroughly washed. Cane users often have to fold up their canes when leaving a 

park to get on to public transport and poo can come into contact with their hands, end up on 

food or even be ingested.  

Babies and toddlers love to crawl and explore with their hands and may be unaware that they 

are touching dog poo.

DON’T WALK 
AWAY

TOO LAZY 
TO BIN IT?

TOO 
LAZY 
TO BIN 
IT?

TOO 
LAZY
TO BIN 
IT?

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality & Health
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Lesson Plan

Time Delivery/Activity Resources Learning Outcomes

10 

mins

Use slide 1 – 6 in the corresponding 

PDF presentation to discuss the risks 

associated with dog poo.

Who are the vulnerable groups?            

Refer to the images in the presentation 

(slide 5). Ask the students to write down 

all the impacts they can think of in each 

situation and how it may be avoided.

Guide students by asking them to think 

about the impact on individuals, family, 

community, whole country and globally.

Refer to slide 6. Choose which picture has 

increased risk and outline reasons for your 

choice. 

Health & well-being: discussion on the 

benefits of public green spaces.

Lesson 1 

presentation 

-Citizenship, 

Equality, and 

Health.

General introduction 

to Citizenship and 

Equality. 

Students will explore 

the social, economic 

and environmental 

impacts of dog-fouling.

Spatial Awareness 

activity.

10 

mins

Organise an Awareness Campaign     

(slides 7 - 9). 

This can be a video, newspaper article, 

poster or drama. 

Play an example - HSE Cashel Gold star 

initiative 2014 “Poohchew: My Litter, My 

Responsibility”

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=G52MRPLarLY

See PDF 

presentation 

for ideas.

Students will be able to 

explain what they can 

do to keep dog poo 

from having a harmful 

effect on humans and 

the environment.

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality & Health
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Part 2: Health

                 

Dog poo is safe to clean up as soon as a dog poos. But when it’s left behind, bacteria and 

parasites can develop that can pose a risk to the public, in particular vulnerable groups, causing 

ill health. A type of worm called roundworm thrives in dog poo causing an infection called 

Toxocariasis which can lead to vision loss. Other dogs can also become infected with parvo, 

a canine parvovirus which is highly contagious and infects the intestines of young dogs and 

puppies.

Harmful bacteria grow after about ten days and can spread E. coli, salmonella and parasites 

that can survive for years. The longer poo is left the greater the risk that bacteria will multiply. 

Always use a poop bag or a scooping device and wash your hands when you get home and 

before eating. 

                 

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality & Health
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Lesson Plan:

Time Delivery/Activity Resources Learning Outcomes

2 mins Read through slide 10 – 13 in the Lesson 1 

PDF presentation.

Lesson 1 

presentation 

- Citizenship, 

Equality, and 

Health.

Students will 

understand how dog 

poo can damage the 

health of humans and 

the environment.

18 

mins

Explain how bacteria multiplies and 

spreads:

• Explain that there are millions of 

bacteria in dog poo, only some are 

harmful. 

• Explain how bacteria can double in as 

little as 15/20 mins. In the table below 

ask the students to complete the 

chart based on the assumption that 

bacteria in this case will double every 20 

minutes. 

• Ask them to continue the sequence. 

How much bacteria would there be next 

week? Next month? Next year?

• Ask the pupils to predict how long it 

would take for a bacterium to increase 

to 64 (2 hours).

• Once students have done the 

calculations, get them to create a graph 

to show their findings. Put the time on 

the horizontal line. Put the number of 

bacteria on the vertical line. Refer to the 

back of this booklet for answers.

• Wordsearch activity

 

Paper and 

pencil/pen.

See worksheet 

at back of 

booklet.

This activity 

demonstrates how 

quickly bacteria can 

grow, highlighting the 

importance of cleaning 

up poo right away. 

Students will be 

able to read and 

interpret information 

constructing pie charts 

and graphs through 

survey analysis.

Maths

English, language, 

literacy, vocabulary 

development

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality & Health
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Minutes 0:15 0:30 0:45 1 hour 1:15 1:30 1:45 2 

hours

3 hrs 4 hrs

No. of 

Bacteria

2

(See back of booklet for solution),

Create a graph of your fi ndings here:

Lesson 1: Citizenship, Equality & Health
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Lesson 2:
Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue    

Level: 3rd and 4th class

Recommended duration of lesson: 40 minutes

Curriculum links: 

Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE)

Subject: Geography

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand unit:  Environmental Awareness

            Caring for the environment

Subject: Science

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand unit: Environmental Awareness

                                 Caring for the environment

            Strand: Living things

Strand Unit: Plant and animal life

Subject: Maths

 Strand: Data

 Strand Unit: Representing and Interpreting data, chance

 Strand: Shape and Space

 Strand unit: Lines and angles

 An educational anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools

Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue    

Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE)

: Representing and Interpreting data, chance

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue
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Learning Outcomes: 

• This lesson educates students about the environmental impacts associated with dog-

fouling and the consequences of littering. 

• Students will carry out a dog poo mapping exercise and enhance their mapping and 

graphical skills.

• Students will carry out an experiment developing observation, prediction and investigation 

skills. 

• Students will be able to read and interpret information constructing pie charts and graphs 

through survey analysis.

Resources and Prep:

• Print the accompanying survey for each pupil in the class. 

• Collect six glasses, eco-friendly cotton buds, water, vinegar, flavoured water, salt, sugar, 

peppermint/vanilla essence for the experiment below. 

• Paper, pen, clipboard, notepad, gloves, bag, hand sanitiser for mapping exercise. 

Overview

Under Section 22 of the Litter Pollution Act 1997, dog owners are obliged to pick up their dog’s poo 

in public places such as schools, sports grounds, parks and other leisure areas such as public roads 

and footpaths, beaches, residential areas, and beside shopping centres.

Your dog must always be under effectual control when outside of your home. This means you 

must have complete control over your dog’s movements and must always be in your company 

and immediate sight. Certain listed breeds that are considered potentially more dangerous must 

be muzzled when in a public place and be led by means of a sufficiently strong chain or leash, not 

exceeding two meters in length by a person over the age of 16 years who is capable of controlling 

the dog. You must have a licence for your dog, and it must be legally microchipped by a registered 

vet. 

Did you know owners can be fined for leaving poo behind?

A €150 on-the-spot fine may be issued. 

Despite the provision of dog waste bins and bags in parks and recreational areas to dispose of the 

waste, dog litter remains an eyesore in public places today. 

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue



BAG IT, BIN IT! An educational anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools14

Dog poo and discarded poo bags can be unsightly, smelly, unpleasant and a potential health 

threat. When dog poo is left in the environment it is turned into soil or ingested by other 

animals causing harm and potential illness.  It can also contaminate our soil, streams and 

rivers and damage our wildlife. These plastic bags pollute our environment and pose a threat 

to wildlife through ingestion, entanglement and suffocation. Plastic that breaks down over 

time will eventually end up in our rivers, lakes and ocean where it causes long-term damage 

and becomes a dangerous part of the food-web. All poo bags, including those labelled 

“biodegradable” or “compostable” should always be correctly disposed of in a bin.  Dog poo 

can be rich in nutrients such as nitrogen and phosphorous; when washed into water sources 

this can lead to algal blooms and cause an imbalance to the ecosystem of the area. It can also 

make our water unsafe to drink if it contains E. coli bacteria. Carry out the pollution experiment 

below as a fun way of highlighting important issues around contamination.

 Lesson Plan:

Time Delivery/Activity Resources Learning Outcomes

15 

mins

Poo Patrol - litter blackspot mapping:

• Create a map of the school boundary 

and any local parks e.g., front entrance, 

fields. 

• Perhaps carry out on a weekday morning, 

evening and again after the weekend, 

to get an indication of when dog litter is 

generated most. 

• Each time you find a sample of dog poo, 

mark where you found it on the map with 

the date and time.

• At the end of the day estimate how many 

KGs of poo or number of poos  located/

collected and note the date. 

• Create a graph from the data you have 

collected i.e., amount of dog litter, where 

and when. 

• Study the findings, why it is happening in 

some areas and what are the risks? 

• Please note, if you are disposing of any 

dog litter found it is important to use 

gloves, a bag and wash your hands 

thoroughly afterwards.

Paper. 

Pen.

Notepad.

Gloves.

Bags.

Hand Sanitiser. 

Students will develop 

their mapping and 

graphical skills. 

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

Pollution test

     

        

In this experiment you will be setting up 

six glasses of what appears at first glance 

to be water - but your volunteer(s) will 

have to use their senses of smell and taste 

to work out what the hidden “pollutants” 

are! This experiment is a fun way of 

highlighting important issues around 

contamination. 

Set up six glasses in a row on a table and 

label ‘A’ to ‘F’ (ensure the volunteers aren’t 

in the room while setting up!)

Fill each glass with one of the following 

(you don’t have to fill them very high, just 

make sure they are all at the same level): 

a.  Water

b. Sugar water 

c.  White vinegar 

d. Lemon & Lime water 

e.  Salt water 

f.  Water with a couple of drops of 

peppermint or vanilla essence 

To make sugar water or salt water it’s best 

if you start using warm water, as this allows 

the sugar/salt to dissolve more easily. Just 

add a teaspoon or two of the sugar/salt 

to the hot water and give it a good stir to 

dissolve, then allow it to cool before the 

experiment.

15 

mins

6 glasses,

Eco-friendly 

cotton buds,

Water, vinegar, 

flavoured 

water, salt, 

sugar, 

peppermint/

vanilla 

essence.

Students will develop 

their observation, 

prediction, 

investigation and 

experimenting skills.

          

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

When you’re ready ask a volunteer 

from the class to come and observe the 

experiment – ask them what they see? Do 

the glasses of “water” all look the same? 

Tell your volunteer that they will be 

investigating the contents of each glass. 

Ask your volunteer to dip a cotton bud 

in Glass A and to smell and taste it. What 

do they think it is? What does it smell 

like? What does it taste like? Note their 

response.

Your volunteer then repeats Step 6 for all 

six glasses. If you have several volunteers 

taking part, they should change cotton 

buds for each glass to ensure good 

hygiene.  

When they are finished reveal the answers 

and compare with their guesses.  

How many did they guess correctly? Were 

they surprised by any?

It’s easy to see dog litter but can you think 

of sources of pollution that we can’t see? 

What other kinds of environmental/water 

pollution are there that we can’t see? 

Complete an Awareness Survey

Complete a hands up survey in your class 

and send the survey home to gauge 

awareness in your local community. 

Create graphs or pie charts and display on 

your noticeboard and school newsletter 

to inform the whole school community. 

Re-do this survey next year and graph any 

changes made. 

10 

mins

Students will be 

able to read and 

interpret information 

constructing pie charts 

and graphs through 

survey analysis.

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

Sample questions:

1. Do you think dog poo is a problem:

a) on our streets near home

b) outside of our school

2. Who does it affect?

3. Have you stepped in dog poo in the last: 

a) week

b) month

c) year

4. Are there enough bins in your locality? 

5. Where can you dispose of your poo 

bag?

6. If you have a dog at home do you bring 

poo bags when you take your dog for a 

walk?

7. Have you ever seen discarded dog poo 

bags:

a) near home

b) near school 

Lesson 2: Dog-fouling as a Litter Issue
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Level: 3rd and 4th class

Recommended duration of lesson: 40 minutes

Curriculum links: 

Social, Environmental and Scientific Education (SESE)

Subject: History

Strand: Early people and ancient stories

Strand: Life, society, work and culture in the past

Strand: : Continuity and change over time

Subject: Geography

Strand: Environmental awareness and care

Strand unit: Caring for my locality

Strand: Human environments

Strand Unit: People and other lands

Lesson 3:
Dog Poo, Past and Present
Finding solutions to the dog poo problem!

 An educational anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools

 Environmental awareness and care

Lesson 3: Dog Poo, Past and Present
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Learning Outcomes: 

• Students will be able to articulate some ways in which society has changed over time and 

why.

• Students will compare different anti-dog fouling campaigns from countries around the 

world and weigh up the advantages/disadvantages of these campaigns.

• Students will come up with their own ideas and creative solutions to dog-fouling. 

Resources and Prep:

• Download the Lesson Plan 3 “Dog Poo, Past and Present” PDF presentation from your 

local authorities’ website.

• Read through the presentation slides and prepare any additional examples or discussion 

points you may wish to include based on previous history/geography curriculum work.

• View the Terra Poo Wifi  Interactive video on YouTube to assess suitability for your class.

• Photocopy the Scooperhero Challenge worksheet (1 per pair/group of three)

• Use the timeline template to draw a blank timeline on the whiteboard (this can also be done 

during the lesson)

Overview

Dog-fouling is an issue all over the world. It is a health hazard, a litter problem, an inconvenience 

and an eyesore. However, throughout history, and particularly before bacteria were discovered and 

understood, dog poo was used for a variety of purposes. In this lesson, we investigate how dog-

fouling was viewed and dealt with historically and we look at innovative ways that authorities and 

communities around the world have tackled the problem. The lesson links to the SESE curriculum 

as well as to UN Sustainable Development Goal 11 “Sustainable Cities and Communities”, target 11.7 

“Provide access to safe and inclusive green and public spaces”, and it encourages creative thinking 

and innovation through a follow-up activity, where students must come up with their own solutions 

to encourage owners to clean up after their pets.

Lesson 3: Dog Poo, Past and Present
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

Display the corresponding PDF presentation 

on the interactive whiteboard/screen and 

present slides 1 – 5.

Slide 6 will prompt you to carry out the 

timeline activity. 

• Draw a timeline on the whiteboard by 

copying the attached template. Mark in the 

years (e.g., 1800, 1900) but don’t write in 

the events yet.

• Ask students how many years ago the first 

point of the timeline was (i.e., 1000 AD was 

1021 years ago in 2021); repeat for several 

points on the timeline as desired. Explain 

that this timeline shows 1000 years from 

the year 1000 AD to the year 2000 AD. 

• Remind students that dogs evolved 

20,000-40,000 years ago and that we 

would need a much longer timeline to 

show that! 

• Ask a student to mark the current year on 

the timeline – this is slightly tricky as it will 

be to the right of the final “2000” mark.

• Ask for a student volunteer to come up 

and mark in one of the dog-poo events 

mentioned in the presentation e.g., when 

was poo used in explosives. Students 

can circle the whole relevant century to 

show that it was a long period of time, 

rather than one specific year. Refer to the 

presentation or template sheet for correct 

answers. If the student is incorrect, ask 

another volunteer to have a go or ask the 

class’s opinion as to where on the timeline 

2 mins

10 

mins

Lesson 3 

presentation 

pdf.

Timeline 

template; 

whiteboard 

and markers.

Students are 

introduced to new facts 

about the changing 

uses of dog poo 

throughout history.

Students will develop 

their understanding of 

time and chronology. 

Students will use the 

timeline to visualise the 

passage of time and 

develop a concept of 

“how long ago” events 

occurred. 

Students will become 

familiar with date 

conventions.

Students will recap on 

historic events they 

have heard of or have 

already studied in 

History class and will 

see where these fit in 

on the timeline.

Lesson Plan:

Lesson 3: Dog Poo, Past and Present
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

that event belongs. After a few attempts 

put in the event at the correct point in the 

timeline, erase any incorrect guesses.

• Repeat for remaining dog-poo events 

– when was poo used as medicine and 

when did people collect poo for money. 

• Elicit other historic events from students 

and mark these on the timeline, examples 

have been provided. Students can guess 

where on the timeline they should mark.

Activity: Discussion

• Use the prompt questions on slide 7 to 

lead a class discussion on how life was 

different in the past. You can choose a 

particular time on the timeline or use 

several. 

• Students should begin to understand 

that “the past” is not uniform, and that 

people lived differently in different eras. 

For example: what is different about the 

students’ lives compared to how their 

grandparents lived at the same age - e.g., 

no internet, no mobile phones - versus a 

child in Ireland in the 1800s (no cars, no 

planes, no electricity) etc.

Present slides 8 – 13

At slide 13, student can raise their hands to 

give opinions about their favourite solution 

and which they think would work best in 

their community.

5 mins

5 mins

Lesson 2 

presentation 

pdf.

Lesson 3 

presentation 

pdf.

Students will develop 

their understanding 

of how society and 

lifestyles have changed 

over time.

Students will learn 

about ways authorities 

around the world have 

tried to prevent dog-

fouling.

Students will realise 

there is a personal 

and community 

responsibility for taking 

care of environments.

Lesson 3: Dog Poo, Past and Present



BAG IT, BIN IT! An educational anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools22

Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

Optional: Play Terra Poo Wi-fi Interactive 

video on YouTube (https://www.youtube.

com/watch?v=d8_KNPKWmsA) 

This may be more suited to older classes.

Activity: Scooperhero Challenge       

(display slide 14)

• Students should work in pairs or small 

groups.

• Give each pair/group one Scooperhero 

Challenge sheet.

• Select a student to read the introduction 

text at the top of the worksheet.

• Select another student to read Question 

1. Give groups some time to work on 

Question 1.

• When ready repeat this process until 

groups have answered all questions. 

Give extra time for question three so 

the students can develop their ideas. 

Students may wish to brainstorm on a 

separate blank piece of paper and then 

write a short summary of their idea/

invention in the space provided and 

draw what it looks like.

• When all groups have completed the 

sheet ask what answers they came up 

with for Questions 1 and 2. 

• Then call a group to the top of the class 

to present their invention or idea to the 

class and explain their drawing.

2 mins

15 

mins

Internet and 

audio.

Printed 

Scooperhero 

Challenge 

worksheets, 

one sheet per 

pair/group of 

three.

Students will re-cap on 

what they have learned.

Students will work 

in teams to develop 

creative new ideas for 

tackling dog-fouling.

Students will gain 

experience presenting 

to the class.

Lesson 3: Dog Poo, Past and Present
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

• Ask prompting questions such as:

 o Can you explain your idea to us?

 o How does it work?

 o How will it help make more people pick 

up dog poo?

 o How would you let people know about 

your idea/invention? E.g., posters, 

newspaper

 o Can you think of any way it might go 

wrong and how you would fix it?

• If any of the ideas are feasible, they could 

be developed into a class project or 

school campaign. Slide 15 congratulates 

the students on their work and there is an 

optional recap on slide 16.

Extension activities: 

Discuss the three countries mentioned in the presentation (Scotland, Israel and Mexico). 

• What parts of the world are these countries found in? Can anyone find them on the world 

map?

• What is the weather like in these countries? What is the landscape/environment like?

• What languages do people speak there? 

• What sports do they play?

• Play a sample of music from each country.

• What religion do most people practice there?

• What are the popular foods there?

• What currency do they use?

• Can you think of any famous people from these countries?

• Can you list some difference between how you live and how a child in each of these 

countries lives?

• Can you list some similarities?

• Is anyone in the class from one of these countries or has family from, or has visited one of 

these countries? 

• Further link to discussing nationalities and global citizenship.

Lesson 3: Dog Poo, Past and Present
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Level: 3rd and 4th class

Recommended duration of lesson: 40 minutes

Curriculum links: 

The Arts Education

Subject: Music 

Strand: Strand: Listening and responding 

Strand unit: Listening and responding to music 

Strand: Performing 

Strand unit: Song singing 

Subject: SPHE

Strand: Myself and the wider world

Strand unit: Developing citizenship

 An educational anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools

 Strand: Listening and responding 

Listening and responding to music 

 Myself and the wider world

Developing citizenship

Lesson 4:
The Bag it, Bin it!�Song 

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Learning Outcomes: 

• Students will be able to describe their initial reactions/feelings to the “Bag it, Bin it” song.

• Students will practice singing in unison. 

• Students will develop a sense of pulse by clapping along to the beat of the music and will 

identify changes in tempo.

 

Resources and Prep:

• Access the “Bag it, Bin it!” music video and backing track on your local authority website.

• Familiarise yourself with the song. The song has an ABA structure: the chorus “Bag it, 

bin it…” is sung once at the beginning and once at the end, with one verse “Running and 

playing…” in the middle.

• Print the accompanying lyrics sheets (one per student/pair).

• Gather percussion instruments (optional).

Overview

“Bag it, Bin it” is an original song written for the regional local authorities’ anti-dog fouling campaign. 

The song is fun and catchy with a strong educational message about personal responsibility, 

citizenship while encouraging dog-owners to clean up after their pets to prevent the spread of 

disease and the negative impacts of dog-fouling for members of the community. This lesson aims 

to share that important message while developing students’ musical skills including listening and 

responding, exploring sounds and song singing.

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

Play the “Bag it, Bin it” music video for the 

class

Listening and responding

Lead a discussion and elicit responses using 

the sample questions below (play the video 

again as necessary).

• What is the message of the song? What 

are the lyrics about?

• How does the song make you feel? Is it a 

happy song? A sad song? 

• What way would you dance to this song? 

Is it catchy?

• What instrument is she playing? [ukulele, a 

string instrument]. Do you think the song 

would feel different if played on another 

instrument? E.g., piano, violin, trumpet

Pulse and tempo

• Play the song again and this time 

encourage students to “feel the beat” by 

clapping along to the beat of the song. 

• The song is in 4/4 time, the 1st and 3rd 

beats are strong beats while the 2nd and 

4th beats are weak beats. Encourage 

students to feel the difference between 

strong and weak beats by clapping on 

a strong beat and tapping their knee for 

weak beats.

 E.g., for the first bar of the song “Bag” and 

“Bin” are both strong beats, “it” falls on the 

weak beats.

2 mins

3 mins

10 

mins

Music video, 

Interactive 

White Board/

screen.

Percussion 

instruments 

(optional).

Students become 

familiar with the song.

Students are able to 

express emotions 

elicited by the musical 

features of the song. 

Students learn that 

this song is teaching 

us about our social 

responsibilities.

Students develop a 

sense of pulse.

Students learn to 

differentiate between a 

strong beat and a weak 

beat.

Students learn to 

identify and articulate a 

change in tempo.

Students can express 

the meaning behind 

the change in tempo, 

Lesson Plan:

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

• If you have percussion instruments (e.g., 

drums, rattles, tambourines) you can 

repeat the exercise allowing students to 

play the beat with these.

There is a tempo change in the middle of 

the song where the tempo slows down to 

emphasise the negative feeling of stepping 

in dog poo. Discuss this with the students 

using the following sample questions:

• What happens in the middle of the song? 

[it slows down]

• Does the mood change? What are the 

lyrics talking about at this point?

• How does the music sound when she 

sings “running and playing are my favourite 

things to do”? Is it high or low? Happy or 

sad? Fast or slow?

• How does the music sound when she 

sings “but dog poo on my shoes and 

wheels makes me feel so blue” Does it 

change? Is it high or low? Happy or sad? 

Fast or slow?

• Can you think of other songs that sound 

“happy” or “sad”? What makes those songs 

feel that way? 

and how it is used to 

convey a message.

Students will think 

about the tempo of 

other songs they are 

familiar with.

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

Song singing

Let’s learn to sing the song:

• Hand out the lyrics sheet to each student.

• As a class read the lyrics of the chorus 

aloud together.

• Tell the class that you are going to play 

the song again, but that they should just 

listen carefully this time and not try to sing 

along. Play the music video, pausing at the 

end of the first chorus [play from 00:16 – 

00:32].

• Play the music video from start of song 

[00:16] and this time encourage the class 

to sing along together with the chorus. 

Repeat as necessary. 

• Once the class are confident ask them to 

sing the chorus without the music video. 

Remind them to sing out confidently, 

encourage swaying/body movement to 

keep with the upbeat nature of the chorus. 

• Depending on the ability or level of the 

class, at this point (or later) you could 

use the MP3 backing track instead of the 

music video to develop the students’ 

confidence performing without the 

support of the musician. Note that there 

is a very short four beat/1 second intro 

on the backing track.

• Divide the class into four groups sitting 

together, try to ensure there are one or two 

strong singers in each group. Each group 

will be given one line of the verse to learn.

20 

mins

Printed lyrics, 

one per 

student.

Bag it, Bin it 

MP3 backing 

track.

Students will practice: 

singing in unison, 

performing a song from 

memory,  controlling 

tempo and pulse,

developing expression 

in singing and 

differentiating between 

chorus and verse.

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Time  Delivery/Activity  Rescources  Learning Outcomes

• All together read the lyrics for the verse. 

Then designate a line to each group i.e., 

group 1 will learn first line, group 2 second 

line etc.

• Working with Group 1 students first, they 

should read aloud the lyrics of the first line 

together and then sing the line.

• Group 2 should read second line and then 

sing. Explain that they are “replying” to 

group 1.

• Group 3 sing 3rd line. Work with them to 

slow down the tempo and change the 

tone and expression to sad/despairing. 

• Whole class can shout “eeuuww!”

• Group 4 sing 4th line of verse “So…you 

know what to do!”, bringing the tone back 

up.

• Put it all together and try to make the lines 

flow between the groups without missing 

a beat.

• Sing the full song from the beginning, 

everyone together for the chorus, groups’ 

separate lines for the verse, everyone 

together again for the last chorus and 

repeat the last line slowing the tempo to 

signal the end of the song. Well done!

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Extension activities: 

• If your class are learning an instrument use the “Bag it, Bin it” sheet music to learn to play 

the song!

• As a class group come up with a second verse for the song, what new lyrics would fit in 

with the rhythm of the song and add to its message?

• Use the MP3 backing track and record your class’s performance of “Bag it, Bin it”. 

 Share the recording with your local council through email or on social media using the 

hashtag #bagitbinit and why not perform the song at an assembly, open day, Christmas 

show or community event to showcase your class’s talent and spread the message!

Lesson 4: The Bag it, Bin it! Song
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Lesson 1 (Part 1) Wordsearch

Find the word in the puzzle.

Words can go in any direction.

Words can share letters as they cross over each other.

Activity Worksheets and Templates

Lesson 1: 
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Activity Worksheets and Templates: Lesson 1
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Lesson 1 (Part 1) Solutions
Wordsearch - Solution:

Walk through the Park Maze - Solution

Activity Worksheets and Templates: Lesson 1
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Lesson 1 (Part 2) Health

Bacterial Growth Solution

Minutes 0:15 0:30 0:45 1 hour 1:15 1:30 1:45 2 hrs 3 hrs 4 hrs

No. of 

Bacteria

2 4 8 16 32 64 256 512 8,192 131,072

2 16 512
8192

131,072

15 MINS 1 HOUR 2 HOURS 3 HOURS 4 HOURS

Ba
ct
er
ia

Time

Growth in Bacteria over time

Activity Worksheets and Templates: Lesson 1
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1. Do you think dog poo is a problem:

  on our streets near home

  outside of our school

2. Who does it affect?

_______________________________________________________________________________

3.  Have you stepped in dog poo in the last 

  week

  month

   year

4.  Are there enough bins in your locality? 

 Yes   No

5.  Where can you dispose of your poo bag?

________________________________________________________________________________

6.  If you have a dog at home do you bring poo bags when you take your dog for a walk?

_______________________________________________________________________________

7.  Have you ever seen discarded dog poo bags:
  

 near home    near school

Survey to send home 

Activity Worksheets and Templates

Lesson 2: 
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Activity Worksheets and Templates

Lesson 3: 
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Activity Worksheets and Templates: Lesson 2
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Activity Worksheets and Templates

Lesson 4:

Bag it, Bin it! Lyrics

Chorus:

Bag it, bin it, let’s all tidy up,

Whenever we’re out walking with our doggies or our pups,

Bag it, bin it, leave the ground so clean,

It’s our responsibility to clean up our community,

Verse:

Running and playing are my favourite things to do,

Cycling and scootering are really fun too, 

But dog poo on my shoes and wheels makes me feel so blue, eeeuw!

So… you know what to do…!

Chorus:

Bag it, bin it, let’s all tidy up,

Whenever we’re out walking with our doggies or our pups,

Bag it, bin it, leave the ground so clean,

It’s our responsibility to clean up our community,

It’s our responsibility to clean up our community…

 An educational anti-dog fouling resource for primary schools

Whenever we’re out walking with our doggies or our pups,

It’s our responsibility to clean up our community,

It’s our responsibility to clean up our community…


